Let Children be Children


‘I Don’t Know Why Grown-ups Find it so Difficult…’





From the Report:


‘I don’t know why grown-ups find it so difficult, it’s really very simple. 


There should be another button on the remote control like the red button so that if you see something that isn’t right on television then you can press it to tell them you don’t like it. And if more than a thousand people press it then the programme is automatically cut off’.     Words of a 10 year old boy 





Hymn 





The Word of the Lord





See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children 


of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; 


what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.


 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.  1 John 3.1-3





After a short moment of silence the Reader says





This is the Word of the Lord


Thanks be to God





The Words of our Families


From the Report:





There is a need for such a huge cultural shift away from consumerism that I feel powerless as an individual to act. 


I feel that today’s society encourages children to grow up too quickly, we do not allow them to be children. The media, technology, celebrities, advertising all contribute towards this.       





Prayer          Silence is kept for reflection and prayer





At the end of the Silence a large candle is placed in a prominent position and lit.


To this can be added toys and pictures .
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The Words of our Families


From the Report:





There is a need for such a huge cultural shift away from consumerism that I feel powerless as an individual to act. 


I feel that today’s society encourages children to grow up too quickly, we do not allow them to be children. The media, technology, celebrities, advertising all contribute towards this.       





Prayer          Silence is kept for reflection and prayer





At the end of the Silence a large candle is placed in a prominent position and lit.


To this can be added toys and pictures .





The Mothers’ Union Prayer





Loving Lord, �We thank you for your love so freely given to us all.


We pray for families around the world.


Bless the work of the Mothers' Union�as we seek to share your love �through the encouragement, strengthening 


and support of marriage and family life.


Empowered by your Spirit, 


may we be united in prayer and worship, �and in love and service reach out as your hands across the world.


In Jesus' name.  Amen.





Conclusion





As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, �we ask God to bless all our children.�We praise you for the gift of their lives�surround them with your blessing�that they may know your love, �be protected from evil, �and know your goodness all their days.





May they learn to love all that is true, �grow in wisdom and strength�and, in due time, come to know the fullness of your love;�through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
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Conclusion





As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, �we ask God to bless all our children.�We praise you for the gift of their lives�surround them with your blessing�that they may know your love, �be protected from evil, �and know your goodness all their days.





May they learn to love all that is true, �grow in wisdom and strength�and, in due time, come to know the fullness of your love;�through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
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What  Do We See and Hear?


The ‘Wallpaper’ of Children’s Lives





From the Report:


‘We would like to see that sexualised images used in public places, on TV, the internet and in all the media are more in line with what parents find acceptable and that public space becomes more family-friendly’.





Hymn 





The Word of the Lord





Then Laban answered and said to Jacob, ‘The daughters are my daughters, the children are my children, the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is mine. But what can I do today about these daughters of mine, or about their children whom they have borne?                              Genesis 31.43


�Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them.   Deuteronomy 4.9





After a short moment of silence the Reader says





This is the Word of the Lord


Thanks be to God





The Words of our Families


From the Report:


Parents can control lots of things in the home. But when you are outside the home it’s tricky… magazine covers are really difficult... 


Making your customers aware that you adopt a ‘family-friendly’ policy on display, you may find that parents with children are much happier to shop in your store.’ 


Advertising for perfumes is almost always of a sexual nature... 


Perfume adverts are particularly inappropriate as they often include semi-naked women or couples... 





Prayer           Silence is kept for reflection.





After the Silence the reader places a child’s toy next to the Large Candle.
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We pray for children


To be protected by law and responsible marketing and advertising regulation. 


To enjoy TV, internet, music video, newspapers, magazines without immersion in sexualised imagery.





We pray for families


For parents to be able to guide their children via consistent internet protection, TV pre-watershed standards and Age Rating on music videos


To be able to enjoy public places and entertainments, knowing that they are family-friendly and secure.





Let the Children come to me


And forbid them not.





For to such as these


Belongs the Kingdom of God.





Conclusion





As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, �we ask God to bless all our children.�We praise you for the gift of their lives�surround them with your blessing�that they may know your love, �be protected from evil, �and know your goodness all their days.





May they learn to love all that is true, �grow in wisdom and strength�and, in due time, come to know the fullness of your love;�through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.


























We pray for children


To be protected by law and responsible marketing and advertising regulation. 


To enjoy TV, internet, music video, newspapers, magazines without immersion in sexualised imagery.





We pray for families


For parents to be able to guide their children via consistent internet protection, TV pre-watershed standards and Age Rating on music videos


To be able to enjoy public places and entertainments, knowing that they are family-friendly and secure.





Let the Children come to me


And forbid them not.





For to such as these


Belongs the Kingdom of God.





Conclusion





As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, �we ask God to bless all our children.�We praise you for the gift of their lives�surround them with your blessing�that they may know your love, �be protected from evil, �and know your goodness all their days.





May they learn to love all that is true, �grow in wisdom and strength�and, in due time, come to know the fullness of your love;�through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.


























What Shall we Wear?


Clothing Products and Services for Children





From the Report:


‘We would like to see that retailers do not sell or market inappropriate clothing, products or services to children.  That retailers should develop and comply with a voluntary code of good practice and the British Retail Consortium should continue its work in this area with urgency, encouraging all retailers to sign-up to the code’.





Hymn 





The Word of the Lord





The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16‘When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.’ 17But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, ‘Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?’ 19The midwives said to Pharaoh, ‘Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.’ 20So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. 21And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families.


Exodus 1.15-21





After a short moment of silence the Reader says





This is the Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.





The Words of our Families





From the Report:


It’s gonna make her grow up too fast, walking around thinking she’s a little teenager. She ain’t, she’s a little girl and I want her to dress like a little girl....There’s a concern about them knowing too much at their age. You want to protect their innocence... 


In many high street shops clothes for young girls are merely mini versions of adult clothes. Almost everything is pink and glittery or has inappropriate slogans such as ‘WAG in the making’, ‘Gorgeous’, ‘Princess’ etc... 


       3      I find it strange when children’s clothes are so ‘grown-up’ and in many shops  
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It’s gonna make her grow up too fast, walking around thinking she’s a little teenager. She ain’t, she’s a little girl and I want her to dress like a little girl....There’s a concern about them knowing too much at their age. You want to protect their innocence... 


In many high street shops clothes for young girls are merely mini versions of adult clothes. Almost everything is pink and glittery or has inappropriate slogans such as ‘WAG in the making’, ‘Gorgeous’, ‘Princess’ etc... 


I find it strange when children’s clothes are so ‘grown-up’ and in many shops 


I could buy items for my daughter that I could wear myself! 





Prayer     Silence is kept for reflection.





After the Silence the reader places a child’s toy next to the Large Candle.





We pray 


For care and integrity in the design and marketing of clothes, products and services


That children may value themselves and make good choices in their clothes and life-style.





Let the Children come to me


And forbid them not.





For to such as these


Belongs the Kingdom of God.





Conclusion





As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, �we ask God to bless all our children.�We praise you for the gift of their lives�surround them with your blessing�that they may know your love, �be protected from evil, �and know your goodness all their days.





May they learn to love all that is true, �grow in wisdom and strength�and, in due time, come to know the fullness of your love;�through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
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What Shall we Buy?


Children as Consumers





From the Report:


‘We would like to see that the regulations protecting children from excessive commercial pressures are comprehensive and effective across all media and in line with parental expectations.’





Hymn 





The Word of the Lord





Whoever fears the LORD has a secure fortress, and for their children it will be a refuge.                                                                 Proverbs 14.26�Children’s children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their children.                                                                      Proverbs 17.6


Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.     


Proverbs 22.6





After a short moment of silence the Reader says





This is the Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.





The Words of our Families





From the Report:


If you don’t have something other young people will make fun out of you or you feel left out when everyone else is using it... 


People want to fit in with their friends and don’t want to feel left out...


Parents do say no. They say no, you can’t stay up late. No, you can’t eat pudding before your main course. No, you can’t have a dog. Setting boundaries is what parents do. It’s tough sometimes... and I need to ask if the advertising industry are comfortable spending millions of pounds targeting children direct and then saying it’s down to mum and dad to stand up to them?.


	


Prayer       Silence is kept for reflection.





After the Silence the reader places a child’s toy next to the Large Candle.
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Prayer       Silence is kept for reflection.





After the Silence the reader places a child’s toy next to the Large Candle.





We pray


That children may recognise when they are being groomed to be consumers and develop a right judgement.


For children’s vulnerability, that they may have protection.


That parents may feel supported by legislation and responsible retailers, so they can see their children grow-up safely to take responsibility for their own choices.





Let the Children come to me


And forbid them not.





For to such as these


Belongs the Kingdom of God.





Conclusion





As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, �we ask God to bless all our children.�We praise you for the gift of their lives�surround them with your blessing�that they may know your love, �be protected from evil, �and know your goodness all their days.





May they learn to love all that is true, �grow in wisdom and strength�and, in due time, come to know the fullness of your love;�through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.






































We pray


That children may recognise when they are being groomed to be consumers and develop a right judgement.


For children’s vulnerability, that they may have protection.


That parents may feel supported by legislation and responsible retailers, so they can see their children grow-up safely to take responsibility for their own choices.





Let the Children come to me


And forbid them not.





For to such as these


Belongs the Kingdom of God.





Conclusion





As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, �we ask God to bless all our children.�We praise you for the gift of their lives�surround them with your blessing�that they may know your love, �be protected from evil, �and know your goodness all their days.





May they learn to love all that is true, �grow in wisdom and strength�and, in due time, come to know the fullness of your love;�through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.






































Who Will Speak for Us?


Making Parent’s Voices Heard





From the Report:


‘We would like to see that parents find it easier to voice their concerns, are listened to more readily when they do, and have their concerns visibly acted on by businesses and regulators.’





Hymn 





The Word of the Lord





A woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, ‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 28But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.’ 29Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.’ 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.  Mark 7: 24-30                                             





After a short moment of silence the Reader says





This is the Word of the Lord


Thanks be to God





The Words of our Families





From the Report:


I felt that I was a small fish in a big ocean swimming against the tide. I would have no effect...


My daughter doesn’t like it when I complain in shops! Also, I don’t want to draw her attention to inappropriate clothes etc...





Prayer       Silence is kept for reflection.





After the Silence the reader places a child’s toy next to the Large Candle.





We pray


That the business world may welcome the views from parents and to create ways to receive their feedback.
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We pray


That the business world may welcome the views from parents and to create ways to receive their feedback.


That parents may feel their concerns are heard and their children safeguarded by a regulatory framework which can be accessed and understood.





Let the Children come to me


And forbid them not.





For to such as these


Belongs the Kingdom of God.





Conclusion





As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, �we ask God to bless all our children.�We praise you for the gift of their lives�surround them with your blessing�that they may know your love, �be protected from evil, �and know your goodness all their days.





May they learn to love all that is true, �grow in wisdom and strength�and, in due time, come to know the fullness of your love;�through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.





















































That parents may feel their concerns are heard and their children safeguarded by a regulatory framework which can be accessed and understood.





Let the Children come to me


And forbid them not.





For to such as these


Belongs the Kingdom of God.





Conclusion





As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, �we ask God to bless all our children.�We praise you for the gift of their lives�surround them with your blessing�that they may know your love, �be protected from evil, �and know your goodness all their days.





May they learn to love all that is true, �grow in wisdom and strength�and, in due time, come to know the fullness of your love;�through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.





















































What Shall We Do?


Embracing the Child





From the Report:


However, parents also need to accept the challenge to them and recognise that for children to be children, parents need to be parents.





Hymn 





The Word of the Lord





People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; 


do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’ 16And he took them up in his arms, 


laid his hands on them, and blessed them.           Mark 10.13-16





After a short moment of silence the Reader says





This is the Word of the Lord


Thanks be to God





The Words of our Families





From the Report:


I am still old fashioned enough to think that the primary responsibility for the actual purchases remains with the parents who can just say no. But others can make the pester power less powerful...





Ideas for making complaining easier 


Complaints details on till receipts.


Anonymous feedback forms in store.


Every advertising poster to have a freephone number for complaints.


Something like the ‘How’s my driving?’ stickers but for shop windows and posters.


Advisory messages before and after TV programmes with details for complaints, in the same way they sometimes give a phone number to call if you have been affected by an issue.
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Prayer       Silence is kept for reflection.





After the Silence the reader places a child’s toy next to the Large Candle.





Lord of all 


We pray for those in government.  


Give them wisdom, insight and moral courage to act as you desire.  


Help us to speak for all your children.


May we see with your eyes as we read the press, 


may we listen with your ears as we hear the news, 


and may we show your compassion as we care for society. 


This we ask in Jesus’ name


whose government is perfect and reign eternal.  Amen





Those present collect a photo of someone else’s child which they pledge to use as a call to prayer.





Conclusion





As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, �we ask God to bless all our children.�We praise you for the gift of their lives�surround them with your blessing�that they may know your love, �be protected from evil, �and know your goodness all their days.





May they learn to love all that is true, �grow in wisdom and strength�and, in due time, come to know the fullness of your love;�through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
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‘Let Children be Children’





A series of Prayers to use as part of  Branch Worship.





By courtesy of the Diocese of St.Edmundsbury & Ipswich
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Hymns to Use





Here is a selection of Hymns to start you thinking – they appear in most Hymn Collections. 





The ‘Wallpaper’ of Children’s Lives


All things bright and beautiful


For the beauty of the earth 


One more step along the world I go 


There are hundreds of sparrows





Clothing Products and Services for Children


Do not be afraid for I have redeemed you


Oh! I have loved you


Within our darkest night





Children as Consumers


Cry Freedom in the name of God


Do not be afraid for I have redeemed you


O Lord, hear my prayer


Oh! I have loved you





Making Parent’s Voices Heard


Be still for the presence of the Lord


God is love; let heaven adore him


Inspired by love and anger omit vs 4-5


We’ll walk the land with hearts on fire





Embracing the Child


Be still for the presence of the Lord 


Bind us together, Lord 


Inspired by love and anger omit vs 4-5 


Jesus Christ is waiting 


We’ll walk the land with hearts on fire
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Here is a selection of Hymns to start you thinking – they appear in most Hymn Collections. 





The ‘Wallpaper’ of Children’s Lives


All things bright and beautiful


For the beauty of the earth 


One more step along the world I go 


There are hundreds of sparrows





Clothing Products and Services for Children


Do not be afraid for I have redeemed you


Oh! I have loved you


Within our darkest night





Children as Consumers


Cry Freedom in the name of God


Do not be afraid for I have redeemed you


O Lord, hear my prayer


Oh! I have loved you





Making Parent’s Voices Heard


Be still for the presence of the Lord


God is love; let heaven adore him


Inspired by love and anger omit vs 4-5


We’ll walk the land with hearts on fire





Embracing the Child


Be still for the presence of the Lord 


Bind us together, Lord 


Inspired by love and anger omit vs 4-5 


Jesus Christ is waiting 


We’ll walk the land with hearts on fire





 


























